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fracture of this kind having been caused by a patient
turning in bed while his head was compressed by the
pillows. In this case death did not ensue for sixteen
months. In the case of children, a child has been known
to be instantaneously killed in consequence of its having
been lifted up by the head, Taylor remarks : " Injuries
to the spine and its contents are generally the results of
falls or blows, either on the head or the lower part of the
column. The secondary consequences of these injuries are
sometimes so insidious as to disarm suspicion, and death
may take place quite unexpectedly some weeks after the
accident.53

To the ckesfc,          Incised wounds%to the chest,, which do not penetrate to

the cavity, are seldom dangerous. Contused wounds, on
the other hand, are far more dangerous, and the danger is in
proportion to the violence used. By the fracture of a rib, or
of the sternum, a bone may be displaced and driven inwards,
thereby wounding the lungs,, liver, or the heart; or the
viscera may sustain severe injuries and be ruptured. Dr.
Chevers alludes to a practice, " well known in Bengal, espe-

Tortureof Bans- cially in the Northern districts/* which is called Bansdola*
It is a mode of compressing and rolling the limbs or body
between two bamboos, with a degree of severity ranging
between that which tortures severely, by contusing the
muscles, or by rendering respiration difficult, and that which
reduces the muscles to a jelly, or breaks the ribs, and
crushes the lungs into a disorganized pulp. This practice of
Bansdola is not confined to the chest, but is often inflicted
on other portions of the body. For instance, the upper
portion of the thighs may be compressed between four
bamboos, two on the upper part and two underneath. A
space of four or five inches is left between the two upper
bamboos, and the ends of the upper "bamboos are tightly
tied to those below. The part between is then beaten with
a ruler for a considerable space of time. There is no need
for any violence, and unless this is used, there remain
scarcely any external marks, and there is nothing but a
slight general swelling, which may be mistaken for stoutness.